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IN TME UNLITED STATES DISTRICT COUAT FOR THE
SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF ALABAMA

SORTHR2N DIVISION

UNITED STATES Gf ARERICA,

rxaintifi,

. ClViL ACTIO:. »O. 3064-63

DALLA3Z CuL:TY, ET AL, , RENRORAIDUI UF LAN

Defendanuts,

UV&UUVUUMV.\‘

The motions to dismiss this action as to the defendaht

Dsllss County should be deaied.

in paragraph 42 and 43 of their ezaibus Mott,ﬁxtc
Dismise aud Dy the Jdefe:dant Couwnty®s separatc -ot;on.
the Jdefendants have woved to dismise this sction as to
Pallas County en the grounds that the Couplaint does neot ‘
sllege that the Ceunty or its officers participated in
any wrongful act and simply that the Couaty ie net a preper

party defeadant under 43 U.S.C. 1971(bd) sad (e).
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The defeadauts® motions can not be granted ou the
ground that the County®y officers have rot factually
engaged in wnlaw.ul conduct because the Conplaiat is re-
plete with allegations that they have, and such a fact-
wal dispute can ..ot be resolved mgainat the plaiatdlf

ea 3 POtiou o dississ, Dow v, Shoc Corp. ef Anerica,

276 P.24 168 (C.A, 7, 1960); Aenale & faughlin, i1nc. v.

Chrysl®r Corp,., 242 £,2d 208 (J.A. ¢, 1957), ‘or should

legal questions about the gespoasibilityal a governnental
entity for the act< of lts of¥licers be resolved o »

sotio: to d:sn128, Builders Sorp, of Awerica v, lUalted

Stetes, 239 ¥.2¢ 7TC&, TTI-TL (C.A.,1935),
1i Dalles Couuty's cepicitly to be sued is viewed as
a question to be dererained by the law ol Alab&ma,l that
qucstion is answered 12 fhe eflirnaative by Title 12,
Section 3 of the Alabzama Code (1940):
Every county is a body cé;potate.

with power to sue 9r be 3ued in
any court of record,

1/ The pertinent portiou of Xule 17(b), F.h.Civ,P, states

w...cap;clty to swe or bea sued shall be determjced by the

law of the state in which the district court is held,..."




If tho suability of the couusty turas solely on
faderal 12n because this case iavolves the enfercemcut
in egquity of.a substantive federal :1ght,z it is equelly
clear that dallas Couniy i3 ::proper party defendant,

?irét, although the pertiaeut legislative history
of 42 U.S.C. 1971 is not conclusive oic this issue, it
clearly sugpeate thar couaiies aty be sued in appro-
priate lactunl clgcunstances. Thus, the report of the
cinority of the House Judiciary Conczittee ataies at page

47, Report .o, 291 (to mccoupzny H.i, 6127), 33th Coungress,

ist sessiou, August 1, 1937, that this statnte authorizes

by the Atiorney Beneral:

ce.relentless pursuing of the State,
3 county, and nunicipal wmachinery, and
; each and every persoa that someone

thinks has vielated sonc one of the

3
provisions of part 17,

Similarly, the report of the nijority states, at page 13

of the sane document:

1 Therofore, the soversigs, actixng

within its constitutional juris-

diction, aust preserve this fun-

daweatal snd basic right {to vote]

/ egains 8Pdad a1l uulawful interference
(emphasia added). ’

) 3/ Rule 17 Bas beea held inapplicadble to noa-diveralty cases
involviag the implesentation of & substaative federal cight.
} Reiggs v, peansyivania R.Co., 133 F,2d 841, 342(C.A. 2, 1940).
b See aisoc Sola lHleetric Co, v, Jefforson Blectrie Co., 317 U,3.
373,176(1942); Lolmberg v. Aruhrecht, 327 U.5. 392, 395(19406);
D'0Oexch, Dubne k Co. v. P.D.1.C., 313 U.S. 447, 453-56 (1542);
Deitrick v. Greanoy, 309 U.S. 190, 200 (1939); Boasd of
Comalasioners v. United States, 308 U.,3, 343 (1939); Clear~
fieid Trust Co. v, United States, 313 U.S. 363 (1943),
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Second, Dallas County 13 ai apprepraate defendact
in these factual ciscuxsta:ces, The County has oot
raed that th&i c;le ianvolves xomC uswarrxated ultee
vives aberrztioa by onc or several of its officers,

Jn the coutrary, its full resourccs are connitted to
defending the conduct. of ite officiala as the proper &x~
ercizse o7 2 goverameatal function, That its funds sad
personnel arse deféndlﬂ; this 1swsuil on the rerits éise
etoses 13 iavolveasecul 23 2 covoty.

Thizd, 42 T.5.T. 1671 Seginu: T POIAOHe.ee”

Ahethesr Bodliez corporats such & i2allias County, acc

- perso:d” is Alav answered is the affirnztive by 1 UZ.C.
1 whigh states, l¢ pary:
15 doteralaing the uweaniang ol
any det of Congrees...the worce
*parsou’ ane whoever® include
corporztiona,,..>s well 23 fadividu~
als%..00
fourth, even if Dallas County mege a0t & person under

subsection (), the guif is acvertheless appropriste be-
{

csuse the reliel poriion of the astatule, subacction (€),

‘does not coirtaia any tinitatlon as apainst whoaz relief

may run, And the Supreme Court has aeld that siailer

genedial gtetutex should bdbe construed broasnly 30 as to

efiectuate congressioazl policy. yiuabaeprs® Unian v.

Doar Couuty, 359 U.S. 345, 358 (1¢5%) (couaty held to be
a persou within the menning of the lLationsl Laber Relations
Act because such ¢onstruction furthers coagressional policyls

see also 3ims v, United States, 339 U.3, 108, 113 (193¢).
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Also, Dsllas Couity sdould be » deiendant for
genecisl purposes becauwse it, 30t acy iLadividuals
defendant, is 8 continuiag entity aad aractices such
85 thess aust be stopped serarneatly, It is geitled
doctrine t2at entities frou whiek reliel Ls sought
ought to be nade perties, shatever the axtest of their

participation ia the wrungdoing, GCownouweatth Trust

Co. v. Saith, 266 U,3, 1352 {1924;; :ilas-Deaent=inad CO.

v, {rou toulders' Laion, 234 L... 77 t1820); 7oaeroy,

Bguity Jurisprudesca 152, 153, ,114(S5th 54, (1942)).

Piith, if these “€gro victine 3ought te easjoin :he
defenda - 1s* illegal conduct pusrsuast to &a asalegous
statute (42 U.35.0C, 1983), thesy coult nu; the municipalicy
Cuf appzeoprizte; or, sresurably, th2 County. Ademas v.

city of rax: Ridge, 293 .24 S35, SAT (C.A.7, 1981);

Bailey v, rattorsen, 199V,Supp. 395, 614-15 (Rives Jigpent~-

ing)is,.n, Xisa,, 1561). it would be anroaslous to helc
that the rederal gzoveraaeut®s authorizing statute i? not
squatly ovrozd, E
fivally, the Civil har Areacments and their {agle- *
RAtuting leg:siation vere:xntesdec 16 prevent certaii ceon-
duct @1 the part of ststes anu treir subdivision, . The
Practice of suisg stare officers iudivicualxy 52052 net -
ealy because ststes act through their oificers, but alse

Pecause ths sovereign imouazity Coctrine barred suits

asgainet states and, to soms extent, inpeded guits against




their subdivisions, where, 83 here, 0 such problens

exist, suit should be agains the county 410t only because

-that is in keeping with the erigiaxl inteation, but also,

to cs=pel Daiias County to ncetl its respensibDalities

preserves to the couaty its teaditional fuactioas which,

comentarily, it wishes to shirk,
) LN
Jor the logegoing reasons, the moriess to disaiss
the agtion &3 To the defeadsat Uallzs Sousty should be

denied.,

- fespectrully subaitted,

VOAROL %, JALSEHR, JR.
rnited Statces Attorasy

JO DusR
Attoruey
pepartneut of Juatice
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Flaintiff's ;i ht to Present Ural and U*ier ividence at a leuring
on Maintiffs == liotlsn ror & Preliminary Injuncticn

mle 65 (a) provides that no prelim nery injunction shal. Le isuued

without notice to the sdversze Larty, And salde 45 (%) soversl tines
refers to the fuct that a iecrlng is to te had on a temporsry injunctione

In Sins v Greene 181 F2d 07 (3rd edre 1747) tie question presented
was wnether .. was error to grant a prelimicary njunetlon uhere tae
affidavits and pleadin:s filed Ly one side cunfiicted witl: thoge filed
by tiie oth.re The C2A (Bi; s, J) held tuat wiiere such conflicts exdst
they " o « o must be resolved i crd testiony since only Ly heuring
tho witnesses and obsarving their demeanor on the stand can Wie trier
Jeteruine theoeracity of tne allegatiuns hcard the trial court will be

left in the position of preferrin; onc piece of paper i anotinrs” (s5)

ihe court Joes on to arjue that since ‘ule G5 (a&) provides Isr
notice to adverse pary, notice Ligplies are o poriunity to be hearc.
Anc a hearin, requires a trizl of the isiue o ¥ lscue of facte And
this entacts an opportunity to reuent evidence.

Also, since trial court ie regquired wiler .ule 52 (a) to mdie findings

of fact, t:ils necessitates that Liere jave teen evidence which could Le
wel lied and approised Ly the courts

In ilawkins v .oard of Control of Ilorida ¢53 £ 2d 752 (5th cire 2U58)

the sblis coce wap fonlowed nd uApLicitly s;.-ie¢ w & cuge in which the
4rial court denied the jlaintiff's notioa for a prelinadnary injunction
witliout perrdtting: the plaintiff to present evidence in his Lehal{ at
the hearin;. The Sth circuit pancl reversed tie de lal in a pee curien
opinione

1t sihould Le noted Liat bothr in Ha kins and in City Line we d2 not
know whether any affidavits uere sunrl tled.

“he one case wiileh is, perlaps, uontra to Lius im .oss=.hitney v
Smitih Kline 207 £ 2d 150 (9th cir. 1953). ilcre tie District Tourt had
7 -anted the rreliminary injunction solely on the affldavits znd counter-
aITIdavita subnitted I+ both parties. Thc apiellant ap .ealed on the
{rounds thit tiie judge should have taken ora) testimony, The Court of
Appeals affirmed the trial judge on the round that the injunctlion was
nerely a device to preserve the status quo ponding a hewring on the
;Ex:anont injuiction. 7Thae Cowrt also ueld that there was no error
~ecause wiere i:»d been no siynificant disputed questions of fuct ralised
by the affidavits. :
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Recommendatlon

If the defendants were to ro-~ e that the
sides on affidavits without awy oral testiswony I w

{1) Sims v _urecne holds

questions ol Tact IKZGEXY% vy he

(2) ilawicins v :ozrd of sontrol adopt

that the jJudie must

gor the oth Circulte

(3) The rojection in ioso-ihitney of
court held there were no sub 3557\.%1?1 ;51

(L) lio case has ever parmitted a judge to
.o affidavits wheres

injunction solely on 1M

factual allegatlons, if

there were disputed que

case be suumitted by bvoth

ou:d aryue, at lecst:

resolve disputed

arin; and evaluating orel testimomye

~ By
e the rde in 3ins ¥ Creceae

3ins is dictum because the

3 sputed questions of facte

true, stated a caso
stions of frcte

dcf% a prelirdinery
a

Tue plaintifi's
for relief and (2)
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IN THE UNITED STATES DIST. ICT COURT POR THE
SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF ALABAMA
NORTHERN DIVISION

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA,
Plaintiff,

Ve

DALLAS CCUNTY, ALABAMA,

)

)

)

)

)

)

: )
)

)

Et '1.. ;
»)

Defendants

MEMORANLCUM OF LAY IN SUPPORT OF PLAINTIFR'S
APPLICATION FOR TEMPCRARY RESTRAINING ORDER
AND MOTION FCR PRELIMINARY INJUCTION

Statement
This case involvae the Llicgal atrest and prosecution
of two Negro voter registration workers in Dalla§ County,

Alabama, Tt seeks to prevent vthe défendants from contin-

uing to press their baseless ch‘:gea.
The.Complaint alleges that the two Negroes, Bernard
Lafayette, Jr, and Bosie Reese, have been encouraging and
sssistins Negro citizens of Dallas CQunty to become reg-
istered voters. They are associated with the Student Non-
Violent Coordinating Committee and ﬁhe Dallas County Voters
These are predominantly Negro groups which encour~

League,
sge Negroes to repister to vote by conducting door to door

.
-

e o
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campaigns, arranging mass meetings, and holding regist-

gation clinics.
Lafayette, who is a Field Secretary for the Student

Non-Violent Coordinating Committee. was arrested on June

18, 1963 by agents of the defendant Clark, Sheriff of
Dallas County, and he was charged by Clark with vaprancy.

He was acquitted at his trial on June 20 at which the

evidence adduced disclosed the charge against him to de

without foundation,
On June 17, the day before Lafayette's arrest, Rosie

Reese, a veung Negro from Seima who was assisting Lafayette

in his voter registration work, was in the county court-

house observing the progress of registration in order to

Twice he was ordered to leave,
Sher iff

geport on it to Lafayett.

which he did, Nevertheless, for no apparent reason,

Clark arrested him for " resisting arrest and conduct cal-

eulated to breach the peace,"” Reese wa3 manhandled by

Clark and his associatés and taken to jail, whecre he

gemained until June 20, when he was released on bond,

His trial is scheduled for June 27, 1963 in the pallas-County

Court.

"
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Argunment

The factual and legsl requisites for pte!iminary'
relief agniﬁst the acts of the defendants are clearly
present in this case.

Pirst, Congress has autﬁotized the relief sought,

The pertinent provisions of Part IV of the Civil Rights
Act of 1957 (42 U.S.C. 1971 (b), (c), (d); 71 Stat, 637) b

' authorize the Attorney General to bring suit in the United

States district courts fo prevent any person from inter-
fering by threats, intimidation, or coercion or'attempted
threats, intimidation or coercion - with the ripht of any

other person to vote for the candidates for federal offices,!

1/ The Statute provides:

(b) No person, whether acting under color of law or

otherwise shall intimidate, threaten, coerce, or attenmpr
to intimidate, threaten, or coerce any other person for

the purpose of interfering with the right of such other
persons to vote or to vote as he may <choose, or ‘of causing
such other persoan to vote for, or not to vote for, any
candidate for the office of President, Vice President,
presidential elector, member of the Senate, or Member of

the house of Representatives, Delegatecs or Commissioners
from the Territories or possessions, at any reneral, special,
or primary election held soley or in part for the purpose of
selecting or electing any such candidate.

(c) Whenever any person has engaged or there are reasonable
grounds to believe that any person is about to enmgage in

any act or practice which would deprive any other person of

any cright or privilege secured by sebsection (a) or (b), the
Attorney General may institute for the United States,or in the
name of the United States, a civil action or other proper
proceeding for preventive rellef, including an application’

for a permanent or temporary injunction, restraining order,

or other order, 1IN any proceeding here-under the United States
shall be liable for costs the same as a private person,

(Cont', on p,.3.)
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emergency relief

Moreover, Congress foresaw the need for the

sought by this motion and empowered the Attorney General to

¢ temporary in-

n2

make "c.c.otpplication for s permanent o

Junction, gestraining erder, or other order.

As the complasint in this case alleges, undét the law

of Alabama registration for voting is & prerequisite to

voting in any election, including federal elections.3

Therefore, to threaten, jntimidate, or coerce any person,

or to attempt to do so for the purpose of interfering with

his efforts to register 1s to violate zights secured by

42 U.S.C. 1971 ().
Second, the traditional legal requisites for emes-

gency gelief are present here, Pursuant to Rule 65 of the

Pederal lules of Civil Procedure, if certain conditions are

met, preliminary injunctive relief is appropriate to preserve

the status quo until the tights of the parties can be fully

(d) The district courts of the United States shall
have jurisdiction of proccedings instituted pure
suant to this scction and shall excrcisc thc same
without regard to whether the party aggrieved shall
have exhausted any administrative or other gemedics

that may be provided by lav, .
2/ 42 U.s.C. 1971(c), supra,
3/ Codc of Alabama, Title 17, -Scction 12 (1940)

4/ Scc United Statcs v, Dogan, 314 F. 2d 767, 771 (C.i. 3,
. 1963).
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determined by trial, Doeskin Products, In¢c, v, United Paper

Co., 195 P, 28 336 (C.A. 7). The aforementiontioned cond-
{tions are: (1) the}e_must be a showing of irreparable

injury, Meiselman v, Paramount Pilm Distributing Corp.,

180 P, 2d 94 (C.A. 4); (2) although the applicant need not
show with certainty that he will win ultimately, he must show

s reasonable probability of success, Rurlington Mills Corp.

v, Roy Padbrics, 91 P, Supp. 39 (D. N, Y, ), aff'd, 1232

F. 22 1020; Burton v, Natanuska Val, Line, Inc., 244 B, 2d

-

647 (CuA. 9); Acme Past Preight v, United States, 135 B,
Supp. 823 (D, Dcl.);\(S) the inconvenience or injury possiblyi

resulting to the parties from granting or withholding the

telief soupght must be compared, American Federation of

Musicians v. Stein, 213 F, 2d 679 (C.i, 6), cert, den,

348 U.S.873; Borden Co, v. llcCrory, 169 B, Supp. 197 (D, La,),

The United States has a vital interest in the
right of citizens to register and vote without distinction of
gace, and in their right not to be interfered with in the

exercise of the franchise, United States v, Raines, 362

U.S. 17, 27 (1960); United States v, Mood, 295 P, 2d, 772

iy
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(Colre 3, 1961), For moze than two years the United 3States

has been-attempting to secure to the llegro citizens of

Dallas County their right to register and vote without dis-

tinction or interference based on race, See United States
v, Ntkins, 210 ¢, Supp. §41 (SeDo «1laa, 1962) (presently.on
appeal to Court of Appcals for the Bifth Circuit, Mo, 20,325).

rhe plaintiff’'s interest will be irreparable harmed if the

defendants' conduct, as alleged in the Complaini and sup-~

porting affidavits is allowed to be consummated,

llext on the basis of the facts alleged and to be
determined a2t an eventual hearing on the merits, there is
a clear probabllity that the plaintiff will prevail, Hot
>5n1y has Gongiess uutho?ized the relief sought, but the
Court of .ppcals for this Circuit has so ruled in a case in-

distinguishable from this one, In United States v, '7ood,

supra, the couri held the United States to be entitled to
emergency injunctive relief against imminent state criminal
proceedings against a MNegro registration worker who had be-
come involved in & fracas at the office of the registrar of
"vyoters, »

L1so to grant the relief sought can work no hard-
ship to the defendants, whereas to withhold it will irrepar-
ably injure the plaintiff becausec the harm accruing froam
their proposed course of conduct could not bé undone ==
whatever the outcome of the statenproceedings. 1f those
proceedings are delayed the defendnnt; are at worst incon-
yenienced, If they take place before the merits of this ac-

tion can be fully determined the United Siates is irreparably
harmed because the proccedings themse;ves are intended to
accomplish the forbidden intimidation,

Binally, although it is se:tled that absent extra-

ordinary circumsiances the federal courts should not enjoin

et s o ke e i
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state court proceedings, and although such proceedings are
an uncommcn form of the intimidation forbidden by section
: [4

1971 (b), we submit that the facis here, as in the ‘ood case,
A Y . ——

above, warrant the relief sought,
COKRCLUS ION

Sor the above reasons pleintiff urges this Court
to grant %ts application for an order to show cause and 2

temporary restraining order,

Respectfully submitted, 4?

JOHN DC..R
Lttorney
Department of Justice

Do ROBLZRT Cu=il
fittorney
Deparitment of Justice
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IN THE UNITED STATSS DISTRICT COURT FOR THE

SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF ALABALIA

NORTHERN DIVISION

UNITBD STATES OF AMBRICA,

Plaintiff,

(WO RVl

c 0

m p L A 1 N T

Ve

DALLAS COUNTY: JAILES G,
CLARZ, JR., Sheriff of
Dallas County, Alabamas
BLANCHARD iICLBOD, Circuit
Solicitor of the Fourth
Judicial District of Ala-
bama; HENRY REESE, County
solicitor of Dallas County,
Alabanma,

pefendants,

(T OTORUTORWLWL A M4 A

Plaintiff, United States of America

1. This action is brought under 42 U,5.C.

¢(b) and (c).

, alleges that:

1971(a),

2. This Court has jurisdiction of this action

pursuant to

1345,

3. Dallas County 15 a political and geogrs

subdivision of the Stat

42 U,5.C, 1971(d) and pursuant to 28 UeSeCoe

phic

e of Alabama and is organized and

is existing under the 1aws of that State,

4, James G, Clark, Jr.,

County, Alabanma and as su

1aws of Alabama within Dallas County,

pallas Couaty,

is the sheriff of Dallas

ch 1s authorized to enforce the

He r.sides in

T e e g
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S. Blanchard licLeod is the Circuit Solicitor
of the Pourth Judicial District of Alabama which includes
Dallas County and as such 1s authorized to prosecute vipla-
tions of the laws of Alabama occurring within Dallas
County. He resides in Camden, Alabama, which is in Wil-
cox County, Alabama,

.6. Henzy Reese is the County Solicitor of Dallas
County, Alabama and as such is authorizeq to prosecute
violations of the laws of Alabama occuring within Dallas
County, He resides in Dallas County,

Te Under Alabama law, registration for voting is
a prerequisite for voting in any election, including vot-
ing for any candidate for the office of President, Vice
Piesident, Presidential elector, ilember of the Semate and
Membezvof the House of Repreaentativesqu the United States,

8. There are approximately 14,400 white pecrsons
and 25,115 Negroes of voting age residing in Dallas County,
Of these, approximately 9,000 white persons and 250

Negroes are registered to vote,

9. On April 13, 1961, the United States filed

an action under 42 U,5,C, 1971 z2gainst the registrar of

ey

voters in Dallas County claiming that the defendants, in
sdministration of the registration in Dallas County, had
discriminated against Negro citizens, On November 15,
1962, this COuri entered its findings and conclusions

and found that since January 1, 1952 and December, 1960,
the registrar of voters ‘a Dallas County had re jected for

gegistration many qualified Negroes, - United States v,

Atkins, Civil Action No, 2584, It was further found that
the new board of registrars had engaged in discriminatory
conduct, [:a»cnpeai is presently pending in the United

States Court of Appeals for the Fifth Circuit,

Lt ]
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10. Early in 1963, members of the Dallas County
Voters lLeague, a local organization of Dallas County
Negroes whorne pu:poaelis to encourage and assist Negro
eitizens of Dallas county to become registgred voters,
{nvited Bernard Lafayetfe, Jfey & fieid Secretary for
the Student Non-violent qu:dinating Committee (hereafter
referred to as SNCC), an organization whose purpose is to
improve the status of Negro citizens by non-violent means,
to D-11las County to assist the local voters? league in

their efforts to encourage and asasist Dallas County

Negroes in becoming registéred voters, %&;{
11, Pursuant to this request on February 10, i9;3;
Bernard Lafayette came to Dallas County and with the
1ocal voters' league set up a program degigned to en-
courage and assist Dallas County Negroes im beconing regi-
stered voters, This program included the establishment
of classes or voter cliniecs in which l1ocal Negroes are
{nstructed as to the procedures for registering to vote,
the holding of mass meetings to encourage interest in
vote:vreglstzation; the distribution of lecflets znd P
other materials to Dallas County Negroes announcing these
voter registration activitiés: and the keeping of records on
the progress ofireciatrution of Negzoes ia Dallae CUungg.
‘12. As a result of the interest generated Dy
the activities of the SNCC wo:kérs and the local voter
lesgue, approximately 90 Negro citizens have attended the
voter clinics since January 29, 1963, and 400-500 Negro
cit{zens attended each of the two mass meetings held
May 14 and June 17, 1963, These meetings.veré held in
qual Negro churches, all of which activity resulted in

many Negro citizens attempting to register to vote in

Dallas County,
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134 The gegistration activities described in
paragraphs 11 and 12 were knowan to the defendants, The

mass meeting of liay 14 was widely publicized in the

focal press and agents of defendant Clark observed both

of the meetings and were stationed inside and outside
the churches during tﬁe meetings, ,

14, On the afternocon of June 17, 1963 Bosie
Reese, & young Ioc;l Negro and Alexander L, Brown another
Negro fronm Birmingham, Alabama who had been assisting
Bernard Lafayette and the local voters' league in the‘
described :egistrﬁtion aétivities, were at the Dallas
County Courthouse to observe and report to the league
the number and nanmes of Negro citizens applying for

registration that afternoon, Both were conducting them-
selves in an orderly manner, They arrived before the
gegistration office was open after lunch, Brown took a
snapshot of a Negro who cameé to reglster while the office
was closed for lunch, After the office opened at about
2:00 p.m, two Negro citizens appeared to apply. 'Brown
le't'the courthduse, and Reese remained standing in the
hall, conduciing hinself in a quiet and orderly manner,
Defendant Clark questioned Reese as to his identity and
geasons for being in‘the cour thouse 19d asked lQeese to
leave and not loiter, which Reese did, then Brown re-
turned both Reese and Brown wen; back>1nto the courthouse,
Shortly thezeaffer an unidentified white male ;sked both
of then to leave; which they did, As they neared the

exit of the courthouse defendant Clark grabbed Reese and
shoved him into the sheriffts office, There he was
slapped, kicked and hit by defendant 01§rk and other law
enforcement officials and was questioned by Clark as to

whether he worked with Bernard Lafayette, He was then

1
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charged by the defendant Clark for resisting arrest and
engaging in conduct calculated to breach the peace, He
was then jailed on $1500 bond, where he remained until
Thursday, June 20; 1963, when he was released on $1000

bond,
15, On the night of June 17, 1963 Bernard

" Lafayette attended the aforesaid mass meeting at the

Pirst Baptist Negro Church, and he spoke urging the

Negroes in attendance to register to vote, Agents of

defendant Clark, deputies Bates and Suther, were st;tio@zg£;
inside the church at the meeting, o

16, On the afternoon of June 18, 1963 agents of
defendant Clark, deﬁuties Yeber and Yright, arrested
Lafayette for vagrancy on 2 warraat issued on the affi-
davit of defendant Clark, He was taken to jail and re-
mained there and was released on $500 bond on the morning
of June 19, 1963,

17, ©On June 20, 1563 Reese and Lafayette appeared
at Dallas County Court for trial, Defendant licLeod, Cir-
_cuit Solicitor, prosecuted Lafayette. Thé trial of Reese
was postponed until 10:00 a,m, on Thursday, June 27, 1963,
pefendant Clark and his agent, deputy leber, testified V
against Lafayette on the vagrancy charge, Defendant Clark
nad conducted no investigation into the charges of vagrancy,
He had only heard reports from unidentified sources that
Lafayette was begging for money at the mass meetings and
Lafayette wa{ not enployed, Lafayette was acquitted,

18, The detention, arrest and prosecution by the
defendants of Lafayette and Reese and the continuing
threat of prosecution of Reese on June 27, 1963 by the

defendants were and are without legal justification and/

or excuse and were and are for the purpose of intimidating,

.

"

e et et e et e s -

-y,



cmre

ey W

P Y

o B S Bl & L il 4

PP

PP

threatening, and coercing Negro citizens of Dallas County

from applying for gegistration to vote and for the pur-
pose of pzeventing and discouraging these Negro citizens
snd other Negro citizens fronm encoursging and instructing

and sssisting MNegro citizens in Dallas County to register

to vote,
19, Unless restrained by an order of this Court,

the defendants will continue to engage in unlawful acts

the sane or similar to those described in this Complaint

and they will continue to go formard with the prosccution

of Reese on the chaege for which he was arrested on June

17 and will by such unlawful conduct continuc to intimi-

date, threaten, coerce, prevent, hinder, penalize inter-

fere with and discourage MNegro citizens of Dallas County
from registering to vote and to vote in elections for
candidates for federal office,

WHEREFORE, plaintiff respectfully prayss:

That this Court issue 2 preliminary and permanent
injunction enjoining the defendants, their agents, ser-

vants, employees, and all persons iIn ective concert or

participation with them from:

(a) Intimidating, threatening, co-
ercing, or -attempting to intimidate,
threaten, or coerce any person for
the purpose of interfering with the
right of that person or any other
person to become registered to vote

and vote in Dallas County, Alabama,

for candidates for federal office,

i

or punishing any person for having

registered or attempted to reglster
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action for the purpose of affording the

for and any other re

(v)

to vote and vote for any such

candicdate;

Striking, threatening to strike,

arresting, threatening to arcest,

" polding in custody, prosecuting

()

or attempting to prosecute any
person in the Courts of'the Stat;
of Alabama for the purpose of in-
terfering with the right of any .
Negro citizen to become registered
or to vote in Dallas County and to
vote for candidates for federal of-
fice, or for punishment for having
previously registered or voted, or
engaging in any act or practice
which would deprive any Negro
citizen of Dallas County, Alabama
of any such right or privilege; .
Proceeding with the prosecution,
failing to return the bond monies
or release the sureties on the
bond in connection with the prose-
ecution of Bosgie Reese in the courts
of the State of Alabama on the
charges for which he was arrested

on June 17, 1963,

t this Court retain jurisdiction of this

relief prayed

lief that 1s or may become appropriates
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and grant to the plaintiff the costs and disbursements

of this action,

ROBERT F. KENNEDY
Attorney General

BURLKE [ARSHALL
Assistant Attorney Ganeral

VERNOL R, JANSEN, JR,
United States Attorney

JOHM DOAR
Attorney ’
Department of Justice
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TATL OF FLABAMS ;
COURYY OF BALLAS )

¥y nace iz ‘lexander ilonel 3rown an? I az a Negro. I 2 14 jecre
et

(¢}

01’ anZ I was born in Eirminchem, ..labosa, which 1s ay homes I U7
1957 :msley *venue in Eircinsham. 1 finishe! gy sophmore year in the iestern .
Hizh “chool in Dirzinchem, lest sprins an’ will begle oy Junior year thls ~
fell., I nm o Life ‘cout ~n? nes’ only two =erit ﬁnﬂges to Yecons on aile E}?Q—
“eout. 1 am active in the ;nce’onis Imptist “hurch vhere [ em the first \i::;L
wice=nresilent of the Touth epertzent ent chalraan of Youth ‘ciivities, 1

wns arreste! three tines lurlns the eronstrzticns in Birzingchez this spricc.

‘me of these charges wus fiszisse?, cnother was nolle prosse? an? the third

nc been anneale! to the elersl Jourts onf I &m.nnler epnenl ton’,

. {0lta iafoyette anl she tel? me

S

This sprine inr Eireinchen 7 omet ir
atout the voter roqistrationm oreject that the [ twlent lon-Vlolont Jooriiannting

romprittee wSs carryins on in .2lliz 2nf surrouniinms countlas in flabemn,

heve meny relatives in ‘ileer “ounty wkich is pext to £llos Tounty &n” I o ]
intereste’ in Teorocs recisterin; to vote, I velvatecre? to help In this
aroject and ''rz, tafoyette later tcll ze I hat Yeen accente® to werk this
suamer on this it project,

1 took 2 tus to lclrma, flabue, oh June b; 1947, end wans set there by
Eernar? iafayette who is a fleldesceretary for "Il workines in the felles County
project, 1 staye?! in Telme three Jaye en! vorke! vith Pernar’ irfoyette.

on June 7, 1993, I went to 'ilcox County.. thile in that county I talke?
to Jecroes and tried to explain to thca the impurtance of votiagz, ihat it wes
their constitutional richt to vote, and tried to encournge them to register to

vote, ! heard that Bernerd Lafryette vas beaten in Jelpa and returned to Selxe

on June 12th,

-la
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Vhile in Celms I worke? on the voter recistration project there and
on Sun’ay, June 15tk I spoke in tvo liecro churches encourasiny thelr zecbers
to recister to vote. ' !

On June 17th Dernard Lafeyette nsked Dosie feese and zyself to go to :
the Courthouse 1a Selma to find out how <eny lLagToes were applying for regis- lt
tration to vote., .e try to keep track of those vho apply so we can aake ;k
peports on the nrosress wefe 12 cur voter rezistrotion frive. (*QCE: f

Dosie end I ‘rove to the Courthouse ~ns arrive! there sozetime after ‘S}_{i

—

noon. <“he recistrar's office on the first flzor of the -ourthouse vne closed \

\'
tut therc was o Heoro wan weliiing to apply ot the door of the office, [ Intro- Ji&
tuce! Jyself end talked with id= for avout helf an hour, -hile ve vere talkini i

1 este” hiw if 1 could! taie his plcture 2o he sall 1t ws all risht, I toox

tiioinns

his picture with the sw1l e'nk Drownte cazers I ha’ with ne. I wented the
nicture for ¢ scraptools ! am leepin: on ¥ voter re;istration work.

. la'y came out of cne of the rearly offices sni I osked ber if the
recistrerts office was clase?, ihe sei? it was, thot the rejistrars vere at
lunch ap® woul"mt be tock uatil about 132C, Ghe Tecro =an who wes walting
ha® to e teck to work bty 1:2C se I oifere” to cive hin 2 rile. Zosle staye!
et the Squrthousc an? I 1eft with the Tezro. [ returned to the T ourthouse adout
20 piputes later and foun” Iosie Jeesc wadting outsile. e sat in the car
ant after O pote We went teck into the zc-~thouse. The rezistrer®s office was
open en? therc vere sone recple waitin~ in a line outsilde the office. Ome of
the persons was & niddle aced lesro 32n. I asked hin if he was vaiting to
reglster, his nane anl adiress. I asked if he woul! min? if I tooz hls plc-
ture =nd he said I coull,

1 1470°t teke the nicture tecause Just beforc 1 unslnolng to take his
nicture an elderly degro wonen steppe? into the llne. [ eske? her for her noze
and address but she sgiﬁ she woul! sive 1t to M¥rs. Doynton efter she applied,
¥rs., Boynton is a lNesro voman who sells insurance ir Selma en? vho 1s active
in the voter registration irive. I recalléd that during =y talks at the Legro
churches the nrevious day I bad asked those wvho applied to leave their neges

at ¥rs, Doynton's. I deciced to o over apnd see how many had left their nnmes

-l
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vith her that morninc. 1 snve my camerc to Fosie and left hin at the Uourt-
bouse vhile I went %0 lrs, Zoynton®s office.

1 returned and perked =y cnr across fro= the side entrance to the
Courthouse, Iosie wea outside on the sidewnll an! he told ze that Cheriff
Clark hai told hin to leave the Courthouse, ! told Josie | was going in the
Courthouse an? he told me if T wns goins in he was too. . %

te vent into the “ourthouse and eat in some chairs on the first floor

in the holluay townrde the rear of the Jourthouse, A4After o few niputes e j\é
white mon 1n ¢ red plal? .shJ:rt ard dlue “enin trousers came over to us and w
asited our nemes., [ didn't wnow vho he was or shy he wente’ to !mow who we
vere, 1 thought he =misht tc = member of the “hite Citizens Council, I tol:!
hin ny neme wns lewls 3, love ant Fosic sal? he was Tomele arris, “he =an
vos writin: this down, e ncked me whnt I wes loin: therc and I tol? kin 1
wns observin:, Ye nsked - observins vkat? T tol” him I was writing e thesis
for =y ~osters and thnt I wns s stulent ot .&laI;c.m state Teachers ‘ollere. I
tol” hi= 1 vas observins the re-istrotion office an! that =y thesis uas oa the
tellot, lie aske! FPosie vh=l Le wes sloin: here, Tosle sei' he v;:as sith ne,
The noe then tol' us ve vera loiterin., that they 'idn't pernit neople to loiter
in the halls an' we woul. have o leave,

Dosie cn’ I starte” to lenve innelintely, ‘e ual:cez'_. theout the hall
rest the resistrar's office to the anin entrnnce vhich is near the “heriff's
office, Dosle wns severa! feet tehln® me, T opene! the Joor 'u"' as [ was
poins throuch the loor I turnmz! and saw a vhite man oreb Bosie bty the arn
an! orab for his heal, “hen I St‘.‘:!. this I ran for ry car and vent {—melintely
to !rs., Loyntoi®s office where I told -Jev, Lafayette what hnd happened,

ihat evening [ veat to the nzss x=eeting concernin: voter recistration
he'lﬁ. et the Tirst Baptist Church in “elmz, Alabama., Juring the mecting I hadt
to return to :y epartnent briefly, about 7:X or 7:45 n,u. Terry “hev an!
snother younc Zegro weat vith me emdl ve returned t() the meeting about fifteen

ninutes later,

ey~




Just after ve parked our car ia the parking lot next to the church,
a car vith otout siz vhite men in it drove into tke perking lot. They stopped
their car behind the perked cars and shined a flash light on the license plates
of the parked cars, I stoo? and vatched them for a few aimutes and then vent

beck into the meetins,

Mood sl S

*I{exenier Lionel Erown

subseribed and sworn to before e this QZ oy of June, 1963.

Totery Public = 7/
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STATE OF ALABAMA
COUNTY OF LALLAS

My nsme is James Z. Clllersleve and I am & Yegroe. I live ot 1726
Green Street in lelma with oy wife and two daudzters.% z&’-years old, I
teach social studies to gredes ? throuch 12 at ilabema Lutheran Acadsmy aand
College in Selma, I wos born in i‘arenco County, Xlabame, and have lived 1n
Selna for about 10 years, 1 zraduated from Yiles College in Eirminghem with

& B.S. degree in 1951 and in 1958 I received a ¥aster's decree in educet!_on

g

from ilabama State College in Yontsomery. 1 served in the United State; bry ° \
from October,> 1941 to October, 1945 an? wes 1n coztat at Salerno, Italy, in \'\./
1943, 1 am on the mission boar? of the Lutheran “hurch, #issourl Synos, \r
Southern Mistrict,

-In the Fall. of 1962, 1 was electe?! vice-president of the Dallas Zounty
Voters Leogue, The Voters Leasue is an orgenization of Hegroes livirns in “elles
County an? {ts main objective it to encourace aal assist legroes to tecoze
registered voters, The Toters lLeacue hec been in existence for nan, years, even
before I moved! to Tallas County. .btout the tize I becaze vice-rresident of
the Voters League last year, the Voters Lezsue aexbership was trylns to tuil2
up interest in voter registration zzons iellas County legroes. /e vere very
concerned because it seemed that the muber of Lerroes rezistered to 1:<';~'te in
Dallas County was Jlecreasinz. Our recor?s discleosed that althoush we once
had 163 Negroes recistered, there were nov only 1364,

Even before being elected vice-presijent of the Voters League, I ha?
been trying to help Hegroes to get registere? in Zalla= County, I had teen
aske! to be an instructor of a voting clinic and to help organize it. The
idea was that ve would explain the voting zpplication form to interested Xegroes,

teach them hov to fill out the form correctly and encourage them to go to the

ole
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. Courthouse to apply. The attempt by the Toters league to set up these clinics
; . was a failure. I recall ve actually bal oaly one clinic. One of the probleas
v wns thet we had mo one who could devote time evei:y day to organizing the
| clinics. \
In February, 1963, iev. Bernard lLarasette, of the Student Non-Tiolent
Coordinating Committee of Atlanta came to Dellas County at the request of the
. _,T:i’J Voters League to help the Voters League in its effort to get Hegroes registered
‘ to vote. The Voters lesgue had & meeting in February, 1963, and I recall
that [ mede e motlon to have ilev, Lefayette work .on organizing voting clinics
similar to the ones ve tried to organize in 1962, Since Rev. Lata;y'gtt.i_ fuzs
been in irllas County, the Foters Leecue has male tremenious pro;;rcss..:iso;.'xr
efforts hnd practically come to a standstill Yefore iev, Lafayetté arrived. '\,I\
Since he starte! to work with us, we have ha’ = lot of interest omong DPallas \/U

County Negroes in getting reglistered to vote., & lot of people have come to \\%\

" "' our clinics that are held every Tuesday and Thursday nichts and have been hell = )

P
o e

regularly ever since lev, Lafayette arrived. I 7o to these clinics myself and
act as an instructord. At these clinics, I, Xev. Lafeyette and the other in-
structors discuss and explain the voter sprlication forms, o over the ques-
tions on the forms, tell the people how they =oy be treated, make orranzenents
. to provide transportation to anl! from tlhe .ourthouse if 1t is needed and asi

{ . voter npplicants to notify us when they cpply am? vhether or not they are
accepted as voters. ' -
Since Rev. lafayette came to woriz with the Voters leajue, théx’-c has

been o lot of interest in the Yoters Leegue work among young people in Dallas

County. These youny people have passed out leaflets advertising our mass

» meetings and other meterisl ursing Negroes to become resistered voters and
- h have deen asked to help their parents become recistered.

On May 14, 1963, the Voters League sponsored a mass neeting at the
Tabernacle Baptist Church 1in Selme. This Church is in a Kegro neighborhood,

b ~
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The purpose of the neeting was to create interest in voting registration and
to encoura.gé Negroes to go to the Callas County Courthouse to 2pply to become

& voter. The Voters league also wantei to provide an opportunity to raise

money for Rev, L. L, Anderson of Selma, who {is schedulel for trial because of

a traffic death. I helped arrance the program for the meetins at which James

Forman of Atlanta, representim; the Student ¥on-Violent Coordinating Committee,

was the main spea.ker. The progran consisted of songs, prayers and speeches by

Rev, C

concernec with encouraging .allas County llecroes to tecome voters. vhen I

arrived at the meeting about ?7:30 p.m., 1 sav about 25.30 white men outsile

the church wearing cuns and carrying cluds. Some of them were in uniform and

sope of them wore khaki clothes an? were in whet is celled by me and other

Begroes the sheriff's posse., “hen I went insite the church I sav three police

officers there. Ihey vere wearin: smns., One of then, froa the allas County

Sheriff®s office, was wearin; n wnlkie~tnlltte and he telked on it throushout

the meeting, Ihere were three or four photogcraphers at the meetinz. I recog-

rizel one of them ns beins from The Selma Times-Journ»l. These photocraphers

roaned all over the church b.nd the specker®s platfora takin: pictures. of the

people in the cudlence anc on thg platforn. [ kave never seen any pictures of

this meeting in the telma, or any other, nevspaper. I estimate that about 400

Hegroes from elles County come to the neetins.  There was no trouble during

the meeting or after 1t wos over.
The Voters Leasue held a second nmass meeting on June 17, 1963, at the

First Imptist Church in Selma. This meeting vas also to encournse Necro voter

registration. The church is in a Hegro neichtorhood, The cuest speaker was

2ev, James Ievel of Mississippl. The progran wes similar to that of the first

mass meeting and the speeches by Rev. Bevel, Rev. lafayette and » short speech

1 vo. « A
1 made urged Segroes to becoze registered voters. About 400-500 Negroes from

Dallas County attended and it was a peaceful meeting vith no disturbances., When

-3

o Ce Hunter, Rev, lafayette, Hr. Forman and myself. i1l the speeches were
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ther home after comnletin~ their applicntions. & deputy sheriff, vhoa T be- i

I arrived at the church about 730 p.m., I saw about four automobiles in front X
of and near the church, In these automobiles vere white men, some of them
vearing light helmets. I saw that some of these men were copying license

plate mumbers from cars con_taining Necroes that drove up to the church.

During the aéeti'xi;j. there were three or four white men in the church. The

sﬁae leputy épefiff, whom I belleve iz Lt. Suther, had a walkie-talkie and

talked on it throughout the meeting. & photographer walked around the church

toking picture_s of the iiegroes present. The meetins ended at about 10 p.n. ¢ ) e '
On the r.noz'nln:.'; of 'y 70, 1963, ebout 10 to 10:30, a iondey m} the .| > :

firet registration day in Zellas County followins the lay 14 mess meeting.

irove two liegro lalles to the ;Courthouse so they could try to resister to vote,

They are Or, fosa J. Young, who is in her 30's, and Ola ‘unning, whom 1 thin:

is 75 years old., After 1 had perked =y cer, I ond deve L L. Ancderson, who

said hie wes there to try to get rezistere? himself, helped the ladies up the

Courthouse stens ani into the buildins where they sot in line in the hallway

near the registrar’s office. I walted there as they had asked ge to toke ;

lieve is Lt. Suther, tol! me I woul! have to lesve, Re didn't soy vhy and I i
31en*t ask why, I left anl went outsite. Aifter weiting outsile for Qeveml x
minutes, I went back inside to ask Or, Youns and iirs. Tunning hovblom‘. they
thoucht they would be before they were ready to leaves 'irs. '-Junninc_‘ioll Le
that a photosrapher had teen insile toking pictures end hal asked her for my

nome., 1 went tack outsis { sav a photographer with 2 press canerso. -1-

. 1 asked hin why he was taking

pictures. He saild he was taking pictures for the newspaper. 1 told hinm I

hopel he !mew what he was doing. About noon, Ir. Young and Mrs, Dunning caze
out ani said that the registrar's office hed closcd for lunch and they hadn®t teen




ablg to apply as yet. I took Xrs. Dunning horme and bdrouzht hér back in the
afternoon, 1 waited outside cnd I believe I drove doth r, Toung and Krs.
Dunning to thetr homes after they appli.ed.

Subscribed and sworn to before me this Zﬁ day of June, 1963,

Cfe Lot .

Notary Public

TR TR R T,
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STATL OF ALABAGA )

COURTY OF “Allln

My asme 1s Posle .cesc an? I 22 & iegro. 1 am 19 yeers ol° an® ]

Beve 13ve] in :elaa, Slabame, 211 of =y life. [ live at 1051 iinter trest

in elma, 1 finishe: the 2th grale, [ was arrested tn 1947 for steslin o

Mcycle, 1n 1961 for stealine e wvatch an? tvice for “rivins without ¢ liceasc,

once in 1952 an? ogg in 17€2, .é%
1 have deen vorking for zbtout two uonths in the yoter resistrztion

2pive teings cerrie! on amon; leproes in lallas “ountr, ’labomn, rost of the

vork 1 have been loin~ In the 'rive hes been pazsim: out lezflet:z eoony,

Yesroes in . elma. Chese leaflets either sive the tinmzs, zleces enl spenkops

for mase meetinsa to e kel in our voter resistration 'rive or clse they

urze lecroes to reristcr to vote ~ni ctiate the ploce an’ tizes thet leoroes

can =0 to the ourthouse in elms to relster to vote, 1 mers out these

- . <
leeflets alone with other voun; Serraes nt the hones of Ye;Toor md nleces cf
tusiness run Yy Lerress,

36 Caturler, June 1, 1943, I wae pessine out some lcoflcets ¥ith socs
‘hese lenflets urqe? Yeoroes to epply for resistree

&

"Rile we were preein, them out, & sheriff's cor “rovk

other ¥egroc: in . 2lan,
tion Lhe next 'onlsy,

up an! e leputy sheriff, I telleve his naze 1s Crrufori, stopnel 2e rnt 2nil
ha hri cenplaints that we vere puttihc the lea:lets on cars, ie acke! ze Ty

nare, 2itress an'! what [ wss leding. I told hlm we 1§ pot put leaflets on

cars an? save Lin one of the leaflets. le aske? for more than nne sc I gave
hiz e steck of them, [ went on paseinz out the leaflets after this,

“uring the moraing of ‘temiay, June 17, 1963, ernar: !afeyette zcke’

ze sn' slexsnler Frown, another youn: Yecro, to o to the Tourthouse at .elna

14

an! to check to sec how meny Negroes were applying for registraticn an' to
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~et their names an' aidrecses, Eerncrd (ofayette is one of the lemlers in the

votinz registration !rive an’ we try tn Leep recor’s sn who applies an’ kov

the 'rive 1s (oine,

Erova an' I went to the courthouse en’ got there adbout 17: ¥ ip the

afternoon, . he resistrer®s office wes close” and we *1-:n't fin' anyone weiting
to apoly. o0o0a efter we ot there n youn: Xepro oan casc tn o’ vaited at the
reoistrar?s 'oor, Zrown eon’ I talke! to hin, Efown oot his name, nilresc an’
eske! hiz if he coul - take W plcture, .he Lesrs z.reed z2nl! Srown took 2 siclure
of hilm posel with his kar’ >n the loor ns thouch he wo: woin: in to rec-lster, -
“he Leoro waited until ~dout 132C an? no reclstrare he’ shovn ap yet sa ke left
tc ;0 Muck te vork, PFvowm 1left with hi-,

1 woited in tﬁe tallemy on the firet floor of the courthouse acar the
loor to the recdstrar?s office until slout l:ho Pee .0 OnE else le’ come 3G
1 weat outsile an’ wvalte’ on the sifcvilh ia front of the courthouse, Frowvn

returac’ =n? we w2ite® ip %1~ car untll shertly after 23100 pedn. when ve went

teci ints the ¢ourthouse,

‘he registrar’s office was open 2n”? 1t lsoxe’ like sove people vere in
ennlvins, “here was & white women waitinéroutsite the office to onnly ca’ 2
Jerro man vniting tchin® her, Prown aczkel the lezre for his nes: an® alipecs
an® pske? him 1f he coul’ teke bils plcturz, “he licgro sal® Lo coul”, but tofors
Browva tcok his plctur~ o ¥ermo la’y came up eal stoo’ Lhind the Jegrs anp in
the line, Erown talke! to the lalye. “he i n't -ive hLin her aroe an® 2”ress
but cai! she woul! give it to ¥rs, Ioynten after she amplie?, “rs, Zoynton is
¢ Herro womnn active in the voter rosistratien 'rive. '

After telkizy ts the llecro venman DTrowvn szl be wne colns over to Mrs.
loyntnn's officce and asice” we (o welt for hiz in the courtbouss, He gave =e

is cozeru 2nl left, It is a smell Zrownie cazera en? | hung it eroun’ =y neck,
1 wvent “own the hnllvay tn the next door lown froa the recistrar®s office an?

vaite? next to tke wall, :fter stan?ing there & short while sheriff Zlark

re




o ad

s

e

."'

wolke® over to me an? asked me vhat 1 was loing, vbat was wy nage and asked me
for zy ilemtificetion. lie askel me what I vas doing vith 2 camera arount ny
peck., [ tol: him the comera telongel to & frien! enl that [ wes vettin: for
Biz to come dnck, e tol! me he hat ha!l coaplaints that I ba! deen loitering
in the hell an! aske’ ne to leave. . I left,

1 wmitel ou.tsl.ie for Trowz an) he came becy shortly after [ left the
Courthousse I tol’ hir what he’ happened ent Geve hin Imck his cozere. 2rown
sal: Le wes polns teck in an’ ! tol? hin if he wos moing tack then [ woul' zo
teck ton. ‘& vent into the .ourthouvse from the £i‘e eatrance an’ <at in scne
chaira towar's the rear of the holluay on the first fleor. Just after we aa:é
down & 7an cnme by an’ asked us plout vhat uwe vere toing thers, e tol® ue
ve were loiteriny end that we woul' heve to leeve., Irown valke? own the hall
past the line Yy the registrors® office and started out the epilrancc. !
folleve® hiz= ty edout thiree fent,

Just ac Irown was welkin~ out the 2oor I recche’ to Xoll the “oor
oper, 1 he'a't se:n the sheriff ~roun’ it just then sopecne srette” =c ¥y
the han' an’ necly, <ot behin’ =e efl’ ahave! me inta the shepiff®s office wvhich
1s by the entramce, TU wee herify lurke e pushel e throush the sheriff®s
office an? zhove! 7¢ jowm the ctzirc =t the back of the oflice, [ kept 'n
feat on. vas Atle to iceep from fallins lown the stairs. % the tottox of the
stairs he shave” me into oeather oiflcc over next to o chair thatl wes leanin:
egainst the uail. Yp glappe? ot =¢ tut I put my hanie in front of ny face and
the blows kit 2y henis,

e toll me tc pick up the chedir em? o1t in ite after 1 sat down he
kit ze over thic hea? with 2 B1lly stick three times eni punche! me twice in
the stomach ant once in the sile with it. Ue could beve owung harier tut |
still got a lusp on oy hend from it, Ie sail- 1én®t I tell you to stay out
of here. 1 tol! him yes but I ha! to come back in to get some change. ‘le

took everything out of =y pockets, looked at sore ¢f the cards an’ papers ln

py Bilifol? ani then took §t all outl of the office.
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There vas 2 pea in 2 hiphvay patrol uniforn sittine dehin? the lesk
an! an ol =sn sitting in 2pother chair in the roon, .he =an in the unifora
arke! ro 1f | knew how t2 swim, 1 tol! him I 14 on! then he asked me if I
Inev how to swim with =~ block of cement on my feet,

The “heriff came taclk lownstoirs an? aske? me If ! was workins with
Sarnzr, 1 212n°! ancyer um® he acked me If ] imew what they 11Y with saart
aiczers aroun’ here, ‘e el'erly manm sail the hizhwey matrolonn hat fust tol”
re vhet they i1l with smart ni--ep-,

~lepuly sheriff come lavnstalrs ent asked mc U 1 imev the nawe of
the other person whe wre vith ze. [ sterte’ t2 eay no ant the sheriff %icke’
e ¢nt toll re pot to it ur thers an? tell = e, I tol® hir the other nerson®s
paae ves iewls Irown., . hey saked e veere ha live! ant I tol? thea three houses
off Jeif avic an ylven .ircec. U 4%t tell hin tecsuse [ i7n*t want to
set Rin Ainto the trouble T was {g. . he deputy shoriff an? the shoriff left.

the hiiheoy pateelznen tol! me ke wes-qodny t6 teat 211 the mwiorer
out of &2 ani meike ~e vhite. /bout this time 2 youns ==n in civilirn clothew
same ine w T R qun on. e arke! me whe was takin the picturce an? |
tol: Mi2 I wasn®t taking: amy pictures. The hishwsy metrolmrn n.n £lderly men
left the raor.  "kis youns; oan kept questionin~ ne cdout the camcra an: what Il
ves loln; vith {t, e ¥ept questionin- me in = threctening woy an! trie? to
et me to elmit et ' oo toline & nleture of the water fountain In the halle
VYo ! kept insistiin he'n't taken o nicture of the water founthrin on’ he
tol® =e I vne lyine~ s’ that 1 wes callinz a 12y = lisr.

After a chort vhile the sheriff came dack an? ke took ne Back to the
unstairs office. . the way upetalrs he punche? ze in the eck with the
11y stick. Upstalrs he got some warrouts an? he and £ deputy took me over to
the Julsets Xfflce in = Willa; in tovn. “hile we wers thers [ think the

Juige chence? one of the wvarrants. ‘hey charge? ne with two thincs ondl set

teil 2t 1,700 on one o them an! (570 on the other. “hen they took me tacl:
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to the .ourthouse 2n! thén over to the jall. :t the jeil they asked me ques-
tions adout my namc, allress, age an! took pictures an? finger printed e,
I couldn®t cover the bon! an’ I hed %0 stay in jeil until chout 10130 |

7rllay norning when two Hesross neme? oss and ‘ev, Irown sisnel the topl for

l'le. In Tourt on Thurslay the Juige postpone? zy trial for cnc week amd lowere? ;
%y bon® on the ome charse from 1,000 to ' et the recuest of ry zttorneys. !

inls affilavie ha.s teen reat to e ty mvic K, ‘2riim, an attorney for |
the ‘epertment of Justice, end 1 unlerstan? 1t an? it 1s true an? correct to

the test of =y Imowle'se,

“ubscrited om' swvorn to beforc < this Zﬁf oy of uune, 1943,
'ot.e.ry Jutlic ' %‘
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{ , COUNTY or JALIAL ) -
{- 1
3 ‘;:" Ky name is . ernard lLafayetle, Jr. 1 as -2 years old ana & ne. TPo. i

I was bora in ‘arya, -lorida am. T -racuatea (rou s idulctan senior uijh
q,‘ N School it .am-a in 1yS%. [ stienuec Tae siericio autice tesolugleal Seqinars -ﬁ'"
1 {1 Nashville, Tuanessee, fro-  orteiwer, 150 ty a7y 1661. I uransg crre’ to {
‘ 7 Fis% .alversity in sashville ana atienc.o isiz “or on-~ sxcater {ri: urulry \f '
; . to June, 1y 2. I an a liconse. minlster uy the -ow iope Hmptist chureh Lt %’? i :
. ‘faapa and .o or delthts cantist ueurca in ashville. I asve aever haw o Ghurch e
| ministrs. 7T au sarricc anc have no cuildren. E
' 1 interrunted v colls (. adveatlion to wor: with the . tudent None ;
3 Ytolent oardinating Uav‘mi.htu .(S.: 1) of Atlanta. [ @u now, and have L cn sin-e
Saptanber, 1701, exceut for my s nester at Fisk, & 5» ° Picle secretary. . 7 P
is an or;anlzation of iic rous and some white persous. mu f Its +ain activitlios ]
K {s to work In vartous states assistin. !e Toes t. occum: re~istered .oters. :
% ’ Uftun .4 is asked by - rn lea.:rs aw Or i izations to uo e inbo biedr 1:al l;
i"”-- com unitiss and heln trea in thelr votin; r -tgiration arierts. é
. In .iovember, 1962, the iallas Couul; (ilsiase) s0.ers ‘oa ue rog.ested
- assistonce fro. the S.uthern «:ianal vouncil io ellanie in eivblna, -alius couad, 1
Nesroes to beco .0 voters. -nu of e ronetiunz of the Couttern e ional oy el
:~ 1s to as-ist e ro votins reristrationenu the Council contacted 7 coawm.rula: N
‘ the iallas “ounty roquexzt. T was then workin : ou :desro votin,: rogistration in
‘ Fississippl for sdul and SHCU asked me and I aireec to 0 Lu .allas .ouvaty O :
-‘:.5" . Goterm ne if such a project waa; gesirable at that tive. T thouiit, 8ftur s cin
%r 8 i'ew days in 3elma, thu: county seat of Jellas ounty, that it was. Tn ‘cbruary,
1. 1953, I was na7ed by N  the dirsctor of thc Central *lavan: Voter e lstration i
’roj ct. The project was to help local ile ;ro leacers and or :aﬁizut.ion in etbin: L
Ne-roes registered as votors in uallas, -ilcox an. other Alat.ona countios.
: rA
'
5
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1 roturned to uallas County on Yeuruary 10, 1yel to siart 0T L

helpin; the .allas Sounly Joters ‘.ca ue ia its effort of &ssisiin; Y roes to

becounw vetocrs. I have voen woridn;: {n uallas County on this rroject contirnously

since Fe. ruary 10, 1963, axcept for a fou days svent in other ne-riy Alava.®

eountics worikin: on votin; re ‘istratio.n. I a. hore st the iavitation of the

Voterc Leazuc, an orpainzation of le.roes livin- in =wllas uounty, and Ho s

in coopwrabion with it. Ths rurmse of the V tors leaue is to assist overy

eligivle p rson in valles founty who desires it to b come a resisterec voter.

The Voters :ckruc holds neetings once a m-nth and I an @ menber. - I make reports \&

a

+

to the Vsrters 'aa ue of ny activities and meke su;; 2s3tlons for future plans and &
actlon. .M meniersh ¢ of the Voters leawe diseusses ay su jostions md those

from othor «w=i ars 8nd 3@ CONC:nsuUs Conusy £ro  the rmwotin s wilch —uides 2/
activitics, .0y funation is to nrovids the or -anizaiion neouud %o accoapiish
the Yoters ..zaue oal,

In carryin; ont my wor . with Loe yovers wo@ me, ! nave rooruiies
about 50 roun people Sroa allas ouaty to welr —1th the orojust. " also
have had th help 05 & .« - fiela worker “or the Lish. Lwo wenss, 8 10 jeir ol
fero boy (ma sirin han named Alcxanier uyrown, .husc zoun? pc;oplc I heve
racruitzd ness out leaflets anc other printed satter advariuisin voizrts =l .nics
ana mass neeiin-s, tcach eli ible peopl. who went %o a;plv ‘or re ‘istration wo
yote how to rroperly fill ~ut application foras and try to deteralne how =many
Nev_:i"aos o to the .Lallas .ounty courthouse to nake anplication ‘or votin: %
re istrstion and how wmany of thoss who arply are accerted.

Our pro/ram has slso inzludeu cataclishin:s voterst clinics. They
are held uvsry Tuesdny and vhursdsy nl hts at Fra: xlin otreet in elma or, at
tiics at the shilon .aptist ‘hurch in Bojue ~hitta, slava<n. [he purnos. ol
thes: elinics Is to havo He:roes who wish Lo re {star cane anu learn the pro-
cedurae. I iry to attend every elinic and so uo Lte of. fcers of the ¥alers .sa.uce
wo explain to tho peoplc who attena what the roguire. nis are to Lew..a a8 vobter.

)a show them sanple ar~plication foris and ve ieach thea the ~sanit of all ihe

questions on tue form and s:ow the: how the form should te filled out. o tell
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them what to expect at tir' courthouse when they 0 there to arsly and we ask
then $0 let ugicwow when t.hey‘.:o to the co.rthouse anu whoether th:ey wore aovle
to fill out an aprlication form., -e ask the: .t.o lct us ‘mow if tiey were
acceptea or rejected.

The voter's clinics hawe wwan hald each [uesday and J/hursday ni.i:ts
sinev Jamuary 2y, 1943, ,I know that the pecords of the Voters Leajue, waica

&y . f 4.;'..1‘1«‘&?»
aro kept Ly Ywe Vnters Las.me gerretary, Irs. ..arie foster, show tant 9
dificrent rersons have attandzu at lceact oue clinie sine Jawuary 2-. Three
peonle atiecnded the two meatin s hald in January; in Felruary, 53 nersons
attend.dy in Harch, 27 -ersons attendea; ia Anril, 35 pors ns atiacy 3 in ey,
46 porsons attcnde:; and vp o and ircludin; the clinie i June 20, 1953, 11
perscns have atlenves in June, 15-3.

the Voters leaue has also snonsored tws nass ~.geuings in orver to
ancoura ¢ ‘losroes to ‘ry to 'vcone reistered voters. hese awetin:s wvere
hcld on .ay Ui and June 17. “o suve:tise the ivetin's sell Ln adva.co by
passin: out lesflets, by callin; at :eou:ilelds noves a.u L. groagin &L chure.ius
and other or:mizati ns,

The voters' clinics Lecaue 'weh wusier ~fier the cay 1. nass netin:
was publicizod ana then teld. «ur recorus show thot nine persons attenuvd Lae
voters? clinic of  ay 1i; that 12 ,crsons attende. thw clinic o: &, 21; lact
21-ht persons atiendia the cliniec o &y 23; that two purssns stilaaced the elint
of :iay 2%; and thot nin. p -'sons attended tre clinic of ..av 3, “'e have not had
more than three persons at a clinic wurin: th: nonth ol Juae, 19G3.

The first mass rwatin: was held on :lay 1l at the ‘vabernacle iaptist

. Chureh in Selma, which ia in a le.ro livin- scction of Lelia. The vest spesker

was Jases ~oran of [tlanta, exccutive-secretary of uille 1 arrivec at the
church about 6:30 pez., an hour iefore ths ncetin: was to sturt. -hon I arrivec
there were atout four police cars cintaining white <en :zitner raried near the
ehurch or drivin,;; around near the c:urcn. Therc were acoct 10 uniformeu officer
and othqr white -en not in rolice uniforas stancin_ acrass the sirect from Lhe

church. They wore or carried guns anc clubs anc sovc o the:n had neliets 9n th
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hea:s. There were no otner unite porsona in the vieilaity of the church aad

.

.
Ne ‘Toes had mot yst re un to #rTive for tic sass amcebin;. Iwent inside t.mc)“'kx

for a comittec ;mretin- anu then ceae b3c< autsiee 3.oom b 7:30. At tals tise
1 saw -any more cars anc Lrucks, sors carryln- w:ite nen, arcund the church,
M :aw;' about 30 white ~en stasdin,: around in tiie unitorn of the city polic: or
the sheriff's office or aressec in khakl clothcs with helmets. They all secaed
to ve araed with -uns an: clurs. I and other le:roes refur tc ths men ‘n <naki
elothes as the sheriff's —osce. T nelisv. they live in .8llas “ounty ari. are
deputiszed by the sheriff o tae county. This nicht they vere obvigusly a part
of the law enforcement —roun at the church. . =

The nass moetin - Lean with & praver Ly e .. Vs o Huntor of Selma,
A hymn vas sung and sresch = ¥ere nade about thu need for & ‘roes to ..ocome
rezistered votars Ly «ve sunter, ro llucrsleve, vices-rosiuent ol Lhe Joters
a2 we, ays~li ane T, 57812 A orayur wes sata or Yre 4 'e boynton who
Gied that c¢ase. Iire vo/tnn fad L oen nrasident 2: tihe ¥oters Lua uwe. L collec-
tin wos La'en [Or .OVe ie .- ATLITSOG WNO 15 facl., & wriel crisin, {ro. &
tralfic sceldont aidi @7. ~we. P390 URKAXOD VUPIDT@e STUGUOT San S MLr. st
and the o etin, 2losed wits 8 . »nedictin'e ave ‘hnter and § hsd ur .t tee
people to leave Lhe .we: - guletly anu to o diresil:; hoie. The meetin , st
waich 7 cstiate hOO<LSs iz 1o rersons attonded, was comducted ;vo&cei‘ull;r axd
tho.e vere no aisturio:seg. Jarsishaut the meetin: to ce by saeril s 1o
the Lallas ounty sheris.?s o.fice and ong p 821 Wno. [ bolleve g2 ot
policanan vere inside ta: e'zrch. hay were armea with rislols. une if the
deput; sheriffs, nomed Liulicr, stoou a2t the back door with a waliic-talkie
which he useL throg,hont tite relin’. The other t: took notes. ihore were
sbout four shoto.;raphers 1% 8 movie ~arera nan inside the church talkin: »':ic.tums
of the audiange anc tho peoprle o0 the speaker's :latfar-.

The day follawin": the wetin:, lay 15, !*mn‘ news stcx’-_-/ a peared on
the {rant pa.w of the Jeia 7L..e=Journal. The story said that . wac a g eaker
anc_! that I wr cu @ massive L2rnQUL OF we, roes 8T Lik .:ay 20th mwetin. of unau

ballas County :oard of - rdstrars. !t stated that . hsc woen in  elaa Inr the
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last 60 days to oranize the mass moctin; and thet I had said at the meeting

thet tnere were cnoujh iezroes in .allas Gounty to decice who lts slected

of 'iclals wouls we. A copy of Lnis neusnaner srticle 1s attachea to this allianvit,
On June 11, 1283, I was oin: 4> v nowe on Union Strect in el st

aboyt 11:0 n,-+, A car was parked in the :iu.%cxn‘ the stre b :irectly in ront

of my -ouse and & white man was seateu to.ir Lk'lzs wrivar's whesl, Another whice

nBn, who wee stsmiing by tnls anr; asbee e boorwan thelr oer Rs it wouldate

start, I attenpte 0 cust the cer ano the wirlle can who wan sts Lo o 1 3{‘

N ]
street asked ¢ to ot out of my car 5 maks sure the bu ers o, T ot out of %

W car and wien I did, this ~an struck me soveral times on the head vwith a Llint
ob Ject encciakodmy (0.0 buis .an Juaped inte the car with the aticr wiite
nan ami they drdvc "way. T phened the Sel-a rolic: sua Liey 2a3au oy house

to tali to :ie. I then went to the .urwel' Iafimmar: where six stltcheé vere ut
in my scalp. “he rolice also talkea to me at tho hos,nit;al. T als: reparted th s
beatin:; and :;ave & statensnt to the #:o-ral . ureau of Tnwesti stion. o my
fno.ilec :c, these white “2n aave not Loca arrest.d,

On the marnin: of Jdune 17, I asics¢ & 1% year ol. o ro woy £ro: Gel.a
named osle ucoe who has | -:.en arlrin: the ¥V ‘ers Lea e in fts activitics to
20 with Almaacior rowm oo tia .al ias wouity courilious end ser h.w mmy ie roes
verc ativomptin: to rcister o wte. ihis was a e ular voters recistration
das at the cou-thouse. I toli .eesa a.;';.' TR L Tl 0. the nawes wud auarcsses
of 87 e roes who szi'a there arn. &pl. o thiy Lhe Joters Lea us uoLld qaco 3
rocord of that and then co:la =lro contact thene yeorle to s: if they uere
dcceplad. ‘e have hud a lot of dif:iculty keenin: tract of the nuiters of
Ne:roes who ar 1y to re:ister :nd findin: out who wns rccetau. Tre iotors
Lea.;ue recorus show that 31 .e roes have anplice to reisler 10 vob. st
Jlnu}nry 27, 1963, tut ! know and the officers of the Voters leaue 'mow that
many more hnve aprlled. I had nreviously told .lcesc and arown of the imortance
of takin: pictures of Ne Toes who were attemptin: to re:istor. The Votorg

igainie wants ictures o: :a-rocs waitin: to re;ister &> thot those nizturcs

can be showm to other :lo:roes in Lallas County and they can be told and shown
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that it 1s ~ossible to iry to gut resistorece I huard that afternoon :roa
Brown thal Koese had been taken Ly uallas County horiff lasrk into tac
shorii 's of'ice. 1 went to his o:1ice to sec the sharif. vo ilLi. 0.t
whether leose h-d been arrested. I asked thce sherii:s avout <:oc$e a:a he

told me rieese had been arrested {or [ailure to cbey an officer and for rosist-
in arresi. The sherif asied o .ty name and T t0ld hiz whot it ig. This was
the first tinc 7 had gver talkad tc Sharif! Clark. .I left a.d went t¢ the
county jJall, where .ieesc was bein : held, to see whether & bond hrd ieen set

fo ,".aessz. 4 hli.lu at tne jail, T saw a rarer that sald .eese was casr -Ccu with
ﬂ‘ﬁx cake Tl 4 £

™~ LR
nbreach 2. the peacc oni res.stin-’ arrest,. ™

Thrt niht, Jun: 17, the ¥nterr _ca ue s'o.sorea iLLs sccon: .88
me.tin - at the Virst Sapbist Couren Lo o0 e, wie o i @ e o liviin: area
of ta: eibty. he ncutlin: wauw zehad o we sesrt at T 0y o il bue uast
speaker was :«vv, Jame: evel o . ississi-ri. oiv .cetin had also - en
advertlseu in advane. by the distritutin o leaslets, by word of nowtn and
by speecit i at churches and other oranizat. ns. T arrived at b crurs:
about 7:00 »e: anu saw a man ln the unitom of a uerutbts saer:f. si1nin &

lon - flasili :ht on the ldzcase nl:tes ol cars rariies ‘n L 1vich's ~art in:

-

" 2ot and conyin, down the mumncis {rom these licente rlatcse T saw & out

thre: oit, moliecc and threy sheriff's cars thera., ™w of t-esae cars vere
parikeu near the chureh and the othars werv :ein: irivon sround in the vicinity
of th: church i - unj'-'ox-qe-')'of'ficers. The weetin: Seen avoul 7330 nere BV
beuale of sallass .gunty, & :e:ro, be:an the mwetils, with 8 racer. irs. tosler,

. ‘h‘, p L 4 .
tho—g—amebar> of the V.ters laa e, told everyone that th: ~urrosc of the me- te

in: way t2 encourase peonl: b Lueovne voters, lyas anc freeuor son s were sun

and Jackson ., Lawson ,nresent.éd a citation w0 e . ve .0ynton oo .ghald ofA
her lato hushad, !irs. :oyaton resno .o ith ner LLINLS BNG .2Me .o .o
Anderson led 8 nemortal pra‘or for ir. omton. A flnancial arpeal va. .ui.
on behall ol the Voters Leatue by iir. Lindsey, a Sel.a de-To and then '] s:0ku

about the luportamce o' voting and tha need tu ancourase peoule to .<Cu.0
”

s
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registered voters. 1 intreducea :ev. tevel who s~okc sbout votin; and urzed

the e roos there to work on ~ettin peopl: reristersd in iallas County.
Mr. Qﬂ.derslcﬂe, viceecresidant of the Voters icatue, nade an appeal for votin

reistration, aanounced wien the clinics wo ld be ‘wld, talked av ut the work

of the Voters Leu ue and tola when repistration woula L« nela at the caurtivuse

in July. :ev. Clevelanu closed the iectin- at a- ut 45 with remarss s a

beneaiction. There were go dlsturbances curin: the -.eatin, T helieve there

vere about £70 lg-roes from .allas Juurt &b b .eebia-e Just lice thc lust

mes: meatin on Fa; 1 , there were two desub. sherilis an., 1 colievs, 8 Holea

licenan, inside thu chitreh tarou hout the neetin:e tnec 07 the ce-~uty sherii’s
» ' ]

agzain Huther, hod & walkisetalkic anc he used 't .urin: the eeting, :ac otnur

two o ricers 't notes. .nere was 3 photo :ranher, wion § re-s mizcu 48 woing

fron the col:s Timese-Journal, ot the scetin - and ne waliou 2 rouac ik, eaurehd

tac 1 plctures of the ..e roes in the church. .hen the meatin- was o .

went oulside the church an- sau so4~ of tin: eheriff's possc, wearin @ khaki

elotiies uu. uny an: heliots, sitiin- in cars rarked outside the ehmrce: and

arivin - arounda in cars .car the ¢iwirel, %ewavarur articles acout t:ls ..ass

meatin ', sbitin: that 7 was on: of the sypeakers, a-pearad the followin day,
June 1, in the »mat o .ers Advertiser aic the oir<io-ia  ews.

Ua thu evenin of Jjune M, & :vesdny, the Jolers iew u. has a ru-ulare-
ly sciieduled votor's clinie 2t “ra klin tre:t o .el:s. o0l  one perso: siowed
up 80 ' ann the Joters L-a e of lcers suo. hau a4 <oi.itt. e aeeblin, e ‘esic 1L e au
overy atout 10330 v, iy, 7 anc 3@ 17 year 2l e wrd oy fro+ .allas Coust. za ..
lerry ~haw, who has bes- hal-in: the .oters Lea ue in its work, ot into =/ rar.
I planned to drive hﬁ home snd then 0 to my hue. After crossin: tie .nicre
section of Alasa.a Avenuu while soin :. north on vashiin;ion Avenue, we autiled
that a sheriff's car was tehind us with a finahtz.: liat. -9 p.llc. o.or to
the curt and storped. [ ot out of my car and ~enuty Shertfl “‘«.er end v-other
officer ‘ot out oi tha cherif!'s car, “eier asked to g-o my driver's licunse
and T showga it t» hin, He sald h: had a warraat for my ‘arrast. aw. hu hac a

tolded paper in ay hanu. I asked him what the char-e wae and he said Lt was

>
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vazrancy. I was th n taken by ‘aoer to the eonnty jall on Alacaia avewe

where I was searched. /t the jail [ ssie: -‘ober if T conls sce the verrant
ut he didn't let .ac resd it. T asked his why I was veing arrestea for vae

rancy and ‘ie.er saic he wag foliowin; oruers. I founu out later that Sheriff

Clark had rm olit A
A% tz,j.
call,with -0sis sese and th following mornin; 1 vas T

warrant for =y arrest on va.rancy. 1 was placau in 8

in -arrrinted aac photoe

sraphed, [hat sfternoon I was releases ~fler rs. arie rister aa lenry

Shannon, both |1 Toes of “elas, ! ned 3 300 mranarty ond for me, Both

before and sfier -, arrest, ro ca: fros the sheris '8 offic:, the elua olice

or anyon. else nas ever talkeu b o seout fov e e IohBu L wistier
was crloyode

his was not m - Ar-t srrest, e | nalpes op-anize Ll cbroary,

1540, the ‘ashville .on-/i:lent liovenent, ax alliliate o .7, whon I wes 3

student at the Seainar, in .aehville, I have i en ar-estsy iy raxiacly nLne

L oy ecetivitiog wita ;

tine e ALL. 96 tacze arrcsts have boen cOnLECLEG V.
or with other civil rimts oa-uivities and [ have never bew ariesies o1 Sine

vietaw of an, oiffe: e not arisin froa .y civil ri-hts aciivitvies.

! was trice for va-rancs on June 20 ir the county court in sel-a

belsre ajud-e. [ was foumi noi o lby. ! was defendod ry attorsiess Chestnut
; Y A

of Seina an. seas of .on. o.ery., The voters l.¢ ue is .oin: to pay for the

leral oxncnsos.

As & 330 fleld sccrstary, 811 of 17 reors -al and wor'. eXpCnses are

paid ror by 0.0, includin; rocor, voard, iransorrietion, telephone, nosta e,

orsie. cupilies aud arintiac, T tolenion. WG . wo 0 Sice In Atlanta to well
then of -y «lnancial noeds aad wney s.nu LS Quas. 1 zeecount in wetzil to

for all noncy [ reccive from 3HUD anc T orerat: on a gnecivic Lud-ot. won T
was arrested on Juno 15, T hac 327.75 with ie.

ong in Sel:a or .alias .ouatye.

rent was paic is advance for the month of Jun. a8t the tiac of my arrest,

T do not owa any :wney to onye

I pay 4O a month rent for y apartient anc tiu




IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT ROR THE

SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF ALABALL
NORTHERN DIVISION

UNITED STATES OF ALERICA, )
)
Plaintiff, )
)
. ) CIVIL ACTION NO,
v, )
)  PROPOSED ORDER TO SHOY CAUSE
)  AND TELIPORARY RESTRAINING ORDER
DALLAS COUNTY: JALES G, ) e -
CL/.RK, JR,, Sheriff of )
Dallas County, Alabamag )
. BLANCHARD MCLEOD, Circuit
Solicitor of the FRourth )
Judicial District of fla- )
bama; HENRY REESE, County )
Solicitor of Dallas County,)
Alabanma, )
)
Defendants, )
)

It sppearing from the affidavits of Bernard
iafayette, Jr., Bosie Reese, flexander L, Brown and
James E, Gildersleeve, filed by the plaintiff in support
of its application for a temporary restraining order and
order to show cause that pursuant to the request of Megro.
'eitize;s of Dallas County, Alabama, Bernard Lafayette, Jra,
Picld Secrctary of the Student Non-Violent Coordinating
Copnittee, came to Dallas County, Alabama on February 10,
1963 for the purpose of assisting in a Negro voter regi-
stration drive and has remained there until the present
time; that Bernard Lafayette, Jr,, helped organize

classes in Dallas County, Alabama to teach eligible Negroes
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the procedure of voting registration, to recruit young
people of Dallas County to assist hinm and the Voters®
League, organized mass meetings to ehcourage interest

in voting registration and gave publicity to a1l these
activities; that the leadership of Bernard Lafayette, Jr,
resulted in a significant increase of interest in voter
registration and attembts to register to vote among

Negro citizens of Dallas County; that on June 11, 1963
Bernard Lafayette, Jr, was attacked and beaten by =n un-
identified white man; that on June 17, 1963 Bosie Reese
who was in the Dallas County cgurthou;e to observe voter
tegistgation and report his observations to the Yoters?®
League, was ordered to leave ?he courthouse by defendant
Dallas County Sheriff James G, Clark; that Bosie Reese
obeyed this order but, when he subsequently re-entered the
courthouse, was arrested by Sheriff Clark and charged

with conduct calculated to provoke the breach of the peace
and resisting arrest; that on the evening of June 17, 1963
Bernard Lafayette, Jr, spoke at a mass meeting in Dallas
County and urged Negroes in Dallas County to register to
vote and that Sheriff Clark had agents inside the mass
meeting reporting and recording what was said; that on

the night of June 18, 1963 Bernard Lafayette, Jr, was
arrested by deputies of Sheriff Clark and charged with
vagrancy on ;n affidavit sworn out by Sheriff Clark;

that on June 20,:1963 Bernard Lafayette, Jr, was tried

for vagrancy and, there being no foundation to the'charge,
was acquitted; that on June 20, 1963 the trial of Bosie
Reese was postponed until June 27, 19633 that the pur-
pose of the defendants in arresting, detaining and prose~
cuting without any legal foundation or cause, Bosie

Reese and Bernard Lafayette, Jr, was to intinidate,

- 2 -



threaten and coerce Negro citizens of Dallas County from
applying for registration to vote and to intimidate,
throaton add coerce Negro citizens of Dallas County and
other Negro citizens from encouraging and instructing and
assiating Negro citizens in Dallas County to register to
votes that unless a temporary restraining order is granted
as prayed for the plaintiff will suffer great irreparabdle
injury before the matter can be heard on notice because
the serious legal consequences which.aosie Recse and
Bernard Lafayette, Jr, have suffered and the serious

legal consequences which Bosie Reesc will suffer have
intinidated, threatened and coerced unregistered Negro
citizens of Dallas County from exercising their present
right under the Constitution and laws of the United States
to register to vote and to vote in any election, including
elections for candidates for federal offices; all to the
immediate and irreparable injury to the plaintiff,

And the Court being of the opinion that this is a
proper case for the granting of an order to show cause
and 2 temporary restraining order, now therefore,

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that each of the defendants
named in the Complaint appear before this Court in the
courtroom of the Federal District Court for_the Southern
District of filabama at the Post Office Building in .

s filabama, at _ _ o'clock LIS

on the day of » 1963, then

and there to show cause, if any they have, why they, and
each of them, and any of their agents, employees, repre~
sentatives, and all persons in active concert or participa-

tion with said defendants should not be enjoined and

—ce
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restrained from engaging in, or performing, directly or

indirectly, any and all of the following acts:

C(a)

(b)

(c)

Intimidating, threatening, ?oe:cing,

or sttempting to intimidate, threaten
oF coerce aay pe:so§ for the purpose of
1ntezfering with the right of that per-
801 Or any other person to become regi-

stered to vote and vote ia Dallas County,

ilabama, for candidates for federal cffice,

or puanishing any person for having regi-
stered or attempted to register to vote
and vote for any such candidates;
Striking, threatening to strike, arrest-
ing, threatening to arrest, holding in
Custody, prosecuting or attempting to
prosecute any person in the Courts of
the State of Alabama for the purpose of
interfering with the right of any Negro
citizen to become registered or to vote

in Dallas County and to vote for candi-

dates for federal office, or for punish- -

ment for having previously registered or
voted .. &g ia‘aging in any act or practice
which wbuid deprive any MNegro citizen of
Dallas County, Alabama of anf such right
dr privilege;

Proceeding with the prosecution, failing
to return th® bond monies or ¥e1ease the
suretics on the bond in connection with
the prosecution of Bosie Reese in the

c¢ourts of the State of Alabama on the
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chazges for which he was arrested on
June 17, 1963,

IT IS PURTHER ORDSRED that pending the hearing of
the order to show cause, the defendants, and each of them,
and their agents, . employees, representatives, and all
persons acting in concert or participation with themn,
shall be and herebyiare restrained and enjoined from en-
gaging in, or performing, directly or indirectly, any
and all of the following acts:

Proceeding with the presecution, failing
"to return the bond monies or release
the sureties on the bond in connectioﬁ
with the prosecutioa of Bosie Reese in
the courts of the Stafe of flabama on
the charges for which he was arrested
on June 17, 1963,

IT IS FURTHZIR ORDERID that a copy of the affidavits
and the application, together with 2 copy of this order
to shovw causc and temporary restraining order, and a copy
of the Complaint be served by the United States Marshal
of this District on the defendants forthwith,

Dated this day of June, 1963 at

ofclock n,

UNITED STLTES DISTRIGT JUDGS

""\.‘, d




